EMERGENCE OF NATURALISM

through a score of novels in which he hunted for snobbery
and stupidity and cruelty and greed, throwing upon them
an angry light without much art or charm. He is best re-
membered for the bulky Susan Lenox (1917), the fullest and
almost the only full account of an American courtesan.

Jack London (1876-1916), contemporary of Crane and
Norris, outlived them long enough to write more books than
they but also died young for a novelist. Born in California,
of nomadic pioneer stock, he lived as a boy on farms or on
the Oakland water-front, and read voraciously in books of
romance and adventure. At fourteen he left school to be an
unskilled laborer in a dozen occupations, becoming in time
oyster pirate and a longshoreman in and near the bay of San
Francisco and shipping before the mast at seventeen to go
as far as Japan and the Bering Sea. In a mood of disgust in-
duced by overwork he became a tramp at eighteen. He covered
ten thousand miles in the United States and Canada dur-
ing the hard times of the nineties and made up his mind
that he could no longer continue in the treadmill which his
great bodily strength had regarded as a pleasure and which
his reading had told him was a virtue. Home once more, he
encountered books which confirmed him in his resolution.
A year at the University of California and a winter in the
Klondike during the gold rush still further confirmed him:
he became a socialist and a revolutionist. With enormous
labors he made himself into a popular writer, discovered that
the politer world which he consequently entered was not
all he had imagined it, and cast in his fortunes with the work-
ing class. He visited the East End of London, cruised in the
South Seas, acted as correspondent during the Russo-Jap-
anese War and in Mexico in 1914, lectured and traveled and
farmed and made large sums of money till the end of his life.

As a propagandist for socialism he wrote War of the Classes
(1905), Revolution (1910), and The Iron Heel (1908), a
romance recounting an imaginary revolution of 1932. Of his